
 

 

March 31, 2021 

 

Dear Families, 

 

Re: State establishes new protocols for counting COVID-19 cases in our schools  

 

As we head into a well-earned Spring Break, we wanted to take a moment to share with you the latest 

information we have managed to glean from county and state officials as it relates to COVID-19 and the 

measures schools should take to continue to keep their students and staff safe from harm. 

 

Yesterday, Governor Wolf held a press conference at which he announced that the state has relaxed its 

minimum distance guidelines at the elementary level only from six feet to three feet. The minimum 

distance guidelines will remain the same (six feet to the greatest extent possible) for middle and high 

school students. Also, the new guidance specifically states that students or staff required to quarantine due 

to close contact, which is six feet or closer, must have done so for at least 15 consecutive minutes, not 

just 15 minutes total. Even though this is new language from the state, Bethel Park has long followed that 

procedure at the direction of the Allegheny County Health Department. 

 

The new building closure guidelines have also changed.  When in substantial transmission, as we are 

now, here are the guidelines: 

 

• For buildings with 900 or more occupants during a school day, like Bethel Park High School, 

six to 10 cases will now result in a two or three-day closure.  When the high school has 11 or 

more cases of COVID-19 reported in its schools in a given week, it could close for up to five 

days. 

 

• In facilities of 500 to 899 occupants, like Neil Armstrong and Independence Middle Schools, 

four to six COVID-19 cases will now result in a two or three-day closure. When the middle 

schools have 11 or more cases of COVID-19 reported in its schools in a given week, it could 

close for up to five days. 

 

• In schools of 499 or fewer occupants, like our elementary schools, two to four COVID-19 cases 

in a week will now result in two or three-day closure.  When the elementary schools experience 

five or more cases of COVID-19 reported in its schools in a given week, it could be shuttered for 

up to five days. 

 

It is important to note that all of the PDE recommendations listed are the maximum amount of days our 

schools would be closed. Bethel Park can shorten the length of its closures by thoroughly cleaning its 

buildings. That may happen during a school closure or immediately after school, in which case 

extracurricular activities at the school would be canceled.  Also, after any deep cleaning, all buildings 

will reset to zero from a case-count perspective.  

https://www.governor.pa.gov/live/
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/PublicHealthGuidance/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/PublicHealthGuidance/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/PublicHealthGuidance/Pages/SchoolClosureRecommentations.aspx


 

 

 

Bethel Park schools are regularly thoroughly cleaned, including when the students are learning from 

home on Fridays. 

 

The Governor also announced that the state is winding down Phase 1A of its vaccination rollout. Starting 

on April 19, any Bethel Park adult resident who wants a COVID-19 vaccine will be able to schedule their 

COVID-19 vaccination appointment. 

 

Finally, Pfizer-BioNTech announced that the initial results of its clinical trials have indicated that its 

vaccine was 100% effective among young people aged 16 and younger. That is excellent news now and it 

will likely have an enormously positive impact on next school year.     

 

We sincerely appreciate the patience our families have consistently shown throughout the pandemic and 

we just thought it was important that we also share some of the good news coming our way as well. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
James Walsh, Ed.D. 

Superintendent, Bethel Park School District 

https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2021/03/31/all-pennsylvanians-eligible-for-covid-19-vaccine-april-19/
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/03/31/covid-vaccine-pfizer-says-shot-is-100percent-effective-in-kids-ages-12-to-15.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/03/31/covid-vaccine-pfizer-says-shot-is-100percent-effective-in-kids-ages-12-to-15.html

